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/I  GODSPEED   is  (Ulinii  as  a  pil- 

^^    }irim  ajti'r   muc/j  jourmrinji  Juns 
forth  omc  more;  and  such   is  this  little 
IxKik.     Oj  the  rmmorits  that  hour  alxnd 
the  jnn  writinti,  these  lines,  one  only  may 
have  ])laee  (m  the  juv^ie.     It  is  oj  a  day 
when  this  word  came  jrom  a  mountain 
iilUffie:  "  //  has  slunrn  me  the  shej)herd 
as  a  savior  and  the  Savior  as  a  Shej)- 
herd."     Because    some    who    will    look 
U})(m  these  jiaiics  are  in  si^k-ro<mis,  some 
are    hmely     hein^i     com})anioned     (mlv 
hy   priej,   some  are  poor,    some  for   the 
time  are   misunderstood,   some  are   rich 
and  allured  hy   many   voices,   some   are 
uiscouraiicd  and  Jeel  that  they  are  little 
loved,  .some  are  yinma  and  cannot  find 
their  way,  and  some  are  old  and  way- 
worn —  heeausj    all    have    need    oJ    the 
Shepherd's    care,    lio,    little    Book,    once 
more,  hearing  this  token  only. 
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lun;^  as   ^ 


said  our  ^^lu-st,  lau;. 
he  k-aiu'cl  ovrr  llu-  lia-tablf  lo- 
vard  two  littli-  inaiils,  \ainly  lryin|i; 
to   lu'^iiilc   tluir  williii'^  and  sweetly 
l)iiekeied    lips    into    pionounelnji;   his 
name.     "laduel    \lo;j:liah^hal>,"     he 
repeati-d  in  syllables,  i>ointin^  to  the 
eard  he  had  j)assed    to   them.     "Ae- 
eent  the  u  and  drop  tho^e  ^'s  whleii 
your  little  liiroats  eannot   manage," 
he  went  on  kindly,  uhile  the  merri- 
ment sparkled   in   his   lustrous  dark 
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^•'1'*  eyes,  and  his  milk-white  tcrth, 

*^  :r*<vf  seen  thr()U<;h  his  black  iiioiis- 

tachc    as    he   hiuj^iud,   added 

beauty  to  his  delicate  and  vivacious  face. 

He  was  a  man  of  winsome  mind,  this 
Syrian  ^uest  ol  ours,  and  the  sjjiritual- 
ity  of  iiis  culture  was  as  marked  as  the 
relinement  of  his  manners.  We  shall 
lon^  remember  him  lor  the  tales  told 
that  evenin^i  of  his  home  in  Ainzehalta 
on  the  slope  of  the  Syrian  mountains, 
but  longest  of  all  for  what  he  said  out 
of  the  memories  of  his  Nouth  about  a 
sheplu.cl  song. 

"It  was  out  of  the  shepherd  life  of 
my  country,"  he  remarked,  "that  there 
came  long  ago  that  sweetest  religious 
song  e\er  written  -  -  the  Twenty-third 
Psalm." 

After  the  ripple  of  his  merriment 
with  the  children  had  passed  he  turned 
to  me  with  a  face  now  serious  and 
pensive,     and     said:     "Ah,     so     many 
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,in<is     familiar     to     us     are   ^^  of'OlT^ 
ra.i<;e  to  you  of  America."       ^^-^-^^^j^  (JvC^l 
"Yes,"    I    answered,      and    '*'' 
n„    doubt    because    of    this   we   often 
make  mistakes  which  are  more  serious 
than  mispronunciation  of  your  names." 
He    smiled    pleasantly,    then    with 
earnestness  said:  "So  many  things  in 
the  life  of  mv  peoi)le,  the  same  now  as 
in  the  days  of  old,  have  been  woven 
into  the  words  of  the  Bible  and  mto 
the  rell-;ious  ideas  expressed  there;  you 
of   the '^Western    world,    not    knowing 
these  thin<is  as  they  are,  often  misun- 
derstand  what   is  written,  or  at  least 

fail  to  <iet  a  correct  impression  from  it."        . 

"Tel"    us   about   some   of   these,"    I 
ventured,  with  a  pa- 
rental i^lance  at  two 
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listening  little  faces. 
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After  nuMitlonlnp  several  in 


^•n?^G^5r5l 


slaiues, 


K'   went    on: 


And 
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K-re   IS 


tlie  sheplierd   psalm; 


u   as 


I  find  thai  it  is  taken  anion^  yo 
havin;:;  two  parts,  tlic  first  under  the 
ii-ure  of  shepherd  life,  the  seeoiid  turn- 
ing to  the  seene  of  a  banquet  with  the 
host  and  the  <iuest." 

"Oh,  we  have  talked  about  that," 
said  my  lady  of  the  teaeups  as  she 
dan^^led  the  tea-b;dl  with  a  eonnois- 
seur's  fondness,  "and  we  liave  even 
said  that  we  wished  the  wonderful 
little  psalm  eould  have  been  finished 
in  the  one  lli:ure  of  shepherd  lite." 

"It  seems  to  us,"  I  added,  wishing 
to  <;ive  suitable  support  to  my  lady's 
rather  brave  deelaration  of  our  sense 
of  a  literary  flaw  in  the  matehless 
psalm,  "it  seems  to  us  to  lose  the 
sweet,  sin^,ple  melody  and  to  elose  with 
stran-^e,  heavy  ehords  when  it  ehan<ies 
to  a  seene  of  banquet  hospitality.     Do 
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that  it  actually  keeps  ijfe?j|i 
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the    shepherd    ligure 


to  the  5>'n^G^'^^^ 


en 


d?' 


id  friends 


"Certainly,  i^oo 
With  keen  personal  i 


nterest  I  asked 


him  to  tell  us  how  we   ni 


iirht  see  it  as 


a  s 


hepherd  psaln.  throughout.    S 
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listened,  and  he  talked,  over  the  ec.ol- 


ing 


te; 


.  -^K-iiP^-  .,,11 

"It    is    all,   all    a    simple    shepherd 

psalm,"  he  began.  "See  how  it  runs 
through  the  round  of  shepherd  lilc 
from    first    word    to    last." 

With    softly    modulated    voice    that 

had  the  rhythm  of  music  and  the  hush 

of  veneration  in  it,  he  quoted:  '"7///. 

J(,ni)      /N-      M)'     >7//  /'///7.7>;      / 

>//  \/  /      \Y//'    WW  /."" 

"There  is  the  ojKning  strain  of 
its  music;  in  that  chord  is  sounded 
the  key-note,  which  is  never  lost 
till  the  plaintive  melody  dies  away 
at   the  song  s    end.     All   that   follows 
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t^kOC^Ovr-  is  that  thou<^ht  put  in  vary- 

I  wisli  it  were  possible  to 
rcproduee  here  the  li{^ht  in  his  faee  and 
the  inlerehange  of  tone^  in  his  mellow 
voiee  as  he  went  on.  He  talked  of 
how  tlie  varied  needs  of  the  sheep 
and  the  many-sided  eare  of  the  shep- 
herd are  pietured  in  the  short  sen- 
tences of  the  j)salin. 

"Each  is  distinct  and  adds  sonic- 
thin<i  too  i)reeIous  to  be  merged  and 
lost."   he  said. 


1)1,    -.         .  !        '.  (,,.,.. 
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so  does  the  meaninji; 
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You  think  here 


-  the  scene  changes 


of  cjuietly  flowing  streams;  so  you  <;et 
one  more  picture  of  rest;  but  you  miss 
one  of  the  finest  scenes  in  shepherd 
life  and  one  ol  the 


rarest  blessings  of 


iS 


the  soul  that  is   led  of  God.  [l£;jot'Ovr' 
All  through  the  day's  roaming  ^XIJO) CvCJ&I 
the  shepherd  keei)s  one  thing 
in  mind.     He  must   lead   his    Hock  to 
a  drinking-place.     The  refreshment  of 
good  water  marks  the  coveted  hour  of 
A\  the  day;  the  spot  Nvhere  it  is  found 
imvd    the    rough,    waterless    hills  and 
plains  is   the   crowning    token    of  the 
shepherd's     unfailing     thoughtfuhicss. 
When  at  last  the  sheep  are  led  '     ' 
<:  1 1  )r  '!'' ' '        '' '  '    ''•    '  ^  '  ^''  ■'•"    lio^v 
<M>od  it  is,  after  the  dust  and  heat  of 
the  sheep-walks! 

"This  is  what  a  shepherd  would  mean 
by  those  words,    /.'/.  /  / -W^/  ill  A//. 

Bi:.sii)i.   I  III    >iiii    \\.\///^>/ 

^'ou  know  of  ri\ers  and 
brooks  in  the  Holy  Land, 
for  their  names  are  read 
many  times  in  the  Bible; 


z' 


.i5iJ». 


^^- 


<^^.-  ■ 


<ul 
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the 


rivers  a 


lo    not  think   how 
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'h  rouLih  country 


know    not   how   many  o 


brool 
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are   called 


wauies 
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cause they   are  oi 
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dry  \^ 
savs, 


iuMi  the  ramy  season  en( 


Job 


Mv   bretliren  lia\e  dealt  deceit 
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brooks  that  i)ass  away 
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streams    arr   scarce 
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In  the  region 
hcjiherd    livui^ 
krd;   i'or   Judea 
led 
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n    the   south    country    ca 
d     that     means     'the    dry.' 
ts  where  the  lasting 


Even  in  other  ixir 


streams   are 

hnds   them    in    -gullies 


how   often   the  shepherd 

between   broken 

hills,  how  often  the  banks  are  too  dan- 

for  the  sheei)  and  the  How  too 
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rous 
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current  of  w 
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timid    and    tear   a 
mav,  for 


ter,  as  they  we 


lev 


are    easi 


Iv    carried    down    stream 


because  of  their  wool. 
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-Poor  iHinjis,  Imw  cl.)  they  W^P^^P^J;: 
,vc.r  ,.1  a  ^ood   drink!"  ex-  3>TlM>eVC5l 


() 


tlainuxl  ono  of  llu-  two  little- 

maids,   whose-    lu-art   was  ahvay-  opfn 

lovin^lv  to  animals. 

"The  sheplu-rd  sees  to  that,  doesn  t 
lu?"  said  the  other  timidlv,  with 
earnest  eves  set  on  our  -uest. 

His  taee  beamed  with  wmsonie  a-hsh 
f  these  tributes  to  his  suceess.     *'^  es 
the  sheep  would   indeed   have  a   hard 
time    lindin-    water   to   drink,    were^  it 
not  tJKit  tiu-  shepherd  s  es  to  that. 

The  plas  fulness  faded  from  his  eyes 
ukI  the  shadow  of  manhood's  years 
was  there  as  he  said  to  me:  "Brother, 
you  and  I  have  learned  h<nv  mueh  is 
in  that  ciuestion  and  answer.  How 
should  we  -et  the  refreshment  we  need 
in  the  rou-h  world,  if  the  Shepherd 
did  not  see  to  that?     But  he  does,  he 

I       I" 
does!  .  . 

His    faee    brightened    a-:ain    as    He 
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q170i;^^  turned  to  the   four  blue  eyes 


;$}Ti^J1  CVCO!   across  the  table. 
'^^  "Shall    I    tell   you  how  the 

shepiierd    sees    to    it    that    the    sheep 
Iiave  a  <iood  drink  every  day?    Listen. 
"There  are  wells  and  fountains  here 
and    there    in    the    rej^ions    where    the 
lloeks  roam,  and   in  some  parts  there 
are    cisterns,    though    the    sheep    like 
the  livin«;  water  best.     The  shepherds 
know  where  tiiese  drinkin^^-jjlaci's  arc 
--     all  tiiroui^h  the  country  where  streams 
are  few.     It  is  a  fine  sij^ht  to  see  the 
-^'^  shepherds  brin^  their  Hocks  -'/: 

,.  at  some  well 

rr''  I     i    :   i 

i  or    fountain,    while    the    wide,    silent 

■  country,   over   which    they   and    many 

sheep  have  wandered,  sjjreads 
all  around  the.n,  and  the  far 
expanse  of  the  sky  arches  over 
them. 

"The      shej^herd       makes      a 
certain  sound;   all    his  sheep  he 
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down     and    arc  quiet.     Then    ^Lot'Ovr- 
!u'  iills    the    drinkin};-tr()u^hs.    ^TlM>WlC^i 
The  bubblinii  of  the  fountain, 
,,r  the  eurrent,  if  it  be  by  a  stream,  is 
no  loi'.^er  there  to    trouble  the  sheep. 
They    ean     drink      now      undisturbed. 
Tiiis  is  the   delieate    meaning;  of   that 
word    'still.'       As    the    Hebrew    words 
put  it,  'He  leadeth  beside  the  waters  of 
cjuietness.' 

"Then    the    waiting    sheej)    hear    a 
whistle    or    a    eall.     They    never    mis- 
understand;   they     know    their    shep- 
l.erd's  voiee  and  never  respond  to  the 
wron^  shepherd  if  several  lioeks  have 
come  up  to-ether.     And,  strangest  of 
all,  the  sheep  come  up  by  groups;  the 
shepherd  makes  them  understand.    So 
in    <^roups    he    leads   them    until    they 
starul     '/;/  W/'/:   ■////     ^///'     ■;    ' 
7//     .'     And,    oh,   how    they    drink, 
with  the  shepherd  standing  near!" 
After   a  pause,    with  a  far-oif  look 
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imimmfii 
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•ri^>etc5l  ^^r"T^  r?'"i  "  ''Tit 'i!l 

th;il  St.  Joliii  has  iisicl  it  iii 
l/utuiiii;^  luavi'M."  A  siiiilc  broke  over 
his  laiv  as  W  (luottcl:  "'Tlu'  l-anil> 
tliat  is  ill  the  midst  of  the  tliioiif  sliall 
l)e  their  slui)her(l,  and  shall  -uide  theiii 
unto  roiiiitaiiis  of  waters  ol  hie.'    ^ 

No  one  spoke  as  he  sat  turning  his 
teaeup.  A  tear  started  iVom  his  down- 
cast eyes.  Presentls  he  seinied  to  re- 
call hiinsell. 

"I'jut    I    must    tel 
scene     that     eomes 
wheiieser      1      read 
/  /    \/>/   ///       ^// 

>///  /     W   Ml  l^>'  .. 

a  beautiful  picture   il  some  one  would 

paint  it. 

"Up  in  the  mountainsides  of  Leb- 
anon, where  my  kinsmen  have  lon;^ 
been  shepherds,  often  there  are  no 
re<nilar    drinkin^-places,    such    as    the 


\()U   ol   om-  more 

to     my     memory 

the     words,      11!'. 

Ill  >//>/        ////:" 
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Nvi-lls    and    fountains    on    the  ^Jof'OVT* 
plains.      But  as  tlu-  slu-piKTcl  5>'riA0 Ct'C^t 

kacis  his  shirp  ovir  thi-  rou-h 
sl.,lK-s.   lu-    Inuls    many    a    spring    and 
sirs    ils    ri\uUl    noisily   runnni^  down 
a     trcvice.       His    siu-q)     nerd     water. 
They   cannot    chink    from    the   lc-a|)ui<; 
littk- stream.     What  docs  he-  do?      1  Ic 
fnuls    a    suitable-    turn    or    nook   in    its 
course;   he   ualls   it    up    with    a    little 
dam    and    so    holds    the    water   till    U 
r,„,us  a  cjuiet  pool.     TlHn,  ri^ht  there 
on   the   opei^    hills,  he   leads   his  sheep 
./I/  N//)/      ////     M//^     \\\/^  ''^' 
which    the   shepherd's  own    hand    lias 
stilled.       I    know  of  nothin<:    more    lit 
to  picture  the  Shepherd's  care  of  souls 
that    trust    him    than    that^  scene    up 
there  on  the  mountainside." 

While  our  thou<:hts  were  carried 
away  to  these  scenes  of  thirsty  Hocks 
drinkin-,  I  chanced  to  notice  that  the 
lea-ball    was    again    quietly    at    work. 
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6c  ^op^ 

-Of'OlT'    ^^    ^^^'    ^''*    thinking;   on   that 

TUU">CVC&|    piiluK'  up  in  tlu*  inouiUain,  a 

^()<»cl    haiul   ollcrcd   our  ^ucst 

a    IVisli   cu|>.      Hi-    rccrivcd   it  with    a 

low  how,  sipiK'cl  it  in  quiet,  tlun   with 

a  "tatilul  sniik-  hi-^an  .spfakinj:  a^iain. 

,'0/\7   ///     \})     »"   I  .' 

^ou    know,"    iu-   said,   turning   to    nu-, 

"that  soul   inians  tin-  lilV  <»r  onr's   sell 

in  thf  Hebrew   writings." 

Then  adchessin-i  us  all  he  went  on: 
"There  are  jHrilous  plaees  for  the 
sheep  on  all  sick  s,  and  thev  seem  never 
t«)  learn  to  avoid  them.  The  shepherd 
must  e\ir  !)e  on  the  wateh.  And  there 
are  [)rivate  fields  and  sometimes  <:ar- 
dens  and  \ine\ards  here  and  there  in 
the  shepherd  eountry;  ii"  a  sheep  stray 
into  them  and  be  e:ui<iht  there  it  is 
for'- it     '    to    '!v    owner    of    the    land. 

So.  ■///    ni  sioiu  ill  M)    »>'  I ' 

means.  'The  sheplierd  brln^is  me  baek 
and  reseues  me  from  fatal  and  forbid- 
den plaees.'" 
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"  •  Ki-^toris  inc  when  wan-  l^'.Of  *VVr* 
dcriii-;   is  the  way    it    is   put  ;5>rU\5> ttwl 
in  oiu'  of  our  In  inns,"  I  intcr- 
poscd.  ^^ 

"Ah,    sir,    thai    is    it    exactly,'     he 
answirccl.    "'Kistons    mv   ulan    wan- 

-■III      I  I    \!>:    i  '  ''[^ 

111^  \  wir-  ■  '■  ' 

roanud  throu<r,li  tla-  sluplu-rcl  country 
in  niv  youth  and  seen  how  liard  it  is 
t,.  choose  the  ri-ihl  patli  Tor  tlie  sheep; 
one  leads  to  a  precipice,  another  t(»  a 
l)lacc  where  the  sheep  cannot  liiul  the 
way  back;  and  the  shepherd  was  al- 
ways ^oin<!;  ahead.  Meadin«;'  them  in 
the  ri-ht  paths,  proud  of  his  <;ood 
name    as    a    siiepherd. 

"Some  paths  that  are  ri<;ht  paths 
Still  Ic.kI  throu'^h  places  that  have 
deadly    perils.      ')/.\,     lllnli,]'     i 

\v\u,    I  miori.ii  '////    \  \/  /  /  }■ 

O/     ////.  >ilM)<)u    I)!    I>!    W7/."  iS 
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'^^IjJ^0l^.v::  the    way    tlic    psalm    touclics 


;^'ri^6t'c.ei  ^'''^' 
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way  <>t  nainin<;  the  valley  is 
vt'iy  true  to  our  country.  1  remember 
one  near  my  home  eaHed  'the  valley 
(,r  rohhcrs,'  and  another,  'the  ravine 
of  tlie  raven.'  ^ou  sir  'ihe  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death'  is  a  name  drawn 
from   m\   eounti  , 's  old  custom. 

■  ■/  Ml-  ///nr  \;\'/'  11  ////  Ml  .' 
Ail,  iiow  could  more  he  put  into  few 
wortis!  With  the  sheep,  it  matters 
not  what  the  surroundiniis  are,  nor 
how  ^reat  tin-  perils  and  hardships;  it 
onl>  the  shci>lH-rd  is  uilh  them,  they 
arc  content.  'I'hcrc  is  no  liner  picture 
of  the  way  of  piacc  for  the  troubled 
in  all  the  wor'ul. 

"To  show  liow  much  the  presence 
of  the  shei^hcrd  counts  for  the  welfare 
of  the  sheep  I  can  think  of  nothing 
lu'tti-r  than  the  ^tranize  thiivj;  I  now 
tell  vou.      It  is  (|uite  Inyond  the  usual. 
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THE  VALLEY  OK  THE  SHADOW  OF  DEATH 
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cinilv  can-  on  wliicli  tlio  flock   'J^^gf^O^-r!, 
rUiniids    so    loiully.        l^ut     1    ^xiwSi'C^^ 

|,;i\c'   sc'tn  it  ir.orc  than  (Hkc. 

"SoimtiiiK's,  ill  spiU'  ol  all  tlu-  care 

,,1    tlu-  slu'plKTcl   and    his  clo^s,  a   wolf 

will    lift    into    thf    MTV    midst    of   the 

Hock.    Thcshivi)  aiv  wild  with 

li  l-hl.    Tluv  run  and  k'ai)  and 

ni.ikr    it    impossible  to  '^vi  at    '^' 

tlu'    fof    in    tlu'ir    midsl,    who 

at   tlia'   \rrv   momrnt    may   be 

ki^lrniu'j;    his    kuv^s    in    the    throat    ol 

a    hilpkss   mcmbtr  of  the   Hock.      Bnl 

the  sluphcrd  is  with  them.      He  knous 

what   to  do  e\eii  at   siicli  a   time.      IK' 

lcai)s  to  a  rock  or  hil'  ^k  that  he  may 

be  seen  and   heard.      .    an   he  lifts  iiis 

voice  in   a   loni:  eall,  s.,methin;j;  like  a 

uolfs  crv:  'Ooh!  ooh:' 

"On  hearin;^  this  the  sheep  remem- 
l)er  the  shepherd;  they  lued  his  \olee; 
and,  strangle  to  tell,  the  i)oo.-,  tmitd 
creatures,    which    were    helpless    with 
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--«0t'0vr-  terror    hvUnv,    instantly   rush 

%rUMlCvc6l  ^^'^'^    ''•'  their  strc-n/.h  into  a 

"^  d  mass.     The   pressure    is 

irresistil).   ,     the     wolf     is     ovcrconu'; 

frecjuently  he  is  crushed  to  death,  while 

the  sheplurd  stands  there   on    a    roek 

eryin<;,   'Ooh!   ooh!'     '/    W  ii  I    I  I    \/v 

\n  /  \  //  ;  /  oi:    i  It'll      W:/    Willi 


\ ' 


He  paused,  looking  cpiestionln-Iy  at 
one  and  another. 

"Vcs,"  I  said  at  last,  '"in  all  these 

thin<:;s    we    are    more    than    eoiupierors 

tiirou<;h     liim     thai     loxcd     us.'"     I  le 

bowed  his  satisfaction  in  silence. 

/;f.ig-OJ  SI' Ml   '  —  this    also    is     true 

_^'^,'!^''^      ""^j  to    life;   the   double  expression 

'l^..^7&-'\^tj\    ^*  covers  the  whole  round 

''T..^-'i!  .V        ^        of  protecting  care. 
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I -or  the  .sluplurcls  carry  a 
crook  lor  ^uidiii^  llic  sheep 
and  a  weapon  suitable  lor 
clel'eiKlin<;  them,  the  stall  and  the  rod; 
one  I'or  aidinji;  them  in  places  ol  need 
alon^  j)eaceful  ways,  the  other  for  de- 
tense  in  perils  of  robbers  and  wild 
beasts.  This  sayinii  describes  as  only  a 
shepherd  could  how  mucli  tlu^se  words 
mean,  '•/;''/"   V"    ' 

"And  what  shall  I  say  ol'  tiie  next 
words,  •/■/■/  ■  <  '>\'!  "/'/  W/  ■  ' 
Ah,  madam,  you  should  see  the  sheep 
cuddle  near  the  shepherd  to  under- 
stand that!  The  shepherd's  call,  '  Fa- 
a-a-a,  ho-o-o,'  and  the  answering  j)atter 
of  feet  as  the  sheep  hurry  to  him  are  lit 
sounds  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  noisy 
world  to  show  what  comfort  God  ;j;i\es 
to  souls  that  iieed  his  voice;  and  those 
sounds  have  been  heard  in  my  country 
this  day  as  they  were  the  day  this 
shepherd  psalm  was  written!  " 


'ht^mr^ 
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k^jOt'VlT'       lie  sal  in  sili'iuc  a  monniil 

5>TiA0CVC$t  musiiiL!.  as   if  tlic  sounds  wen- 

in  his  car. 

With    (|iiiit    animation    1k'    lilud    his 

ihm    hand   and   cont  mind :   "  \o\\    Ihtc 

is  \\hii\'   \oii   (hop  the  shepherd   li^uri' 

and   put    in   a    l)an(|iut    and   so   lose  the.- 

hnr  (.  hnia\  ol  compk  ti'iK'ss  m  the  slup- 

lurd's  care." 

It  need  not  l)e  s.nd  that  wc  were 
ea;ier  hsteiieis  now,  h»i'  our  ;^uest  was 
all  a^ilow  With  memories  ol  his  lar-oll 
lionieland  and  we  leh  that  wc  were 
about  t<»  see  new  ra\s  of  li^ht  llasli 
Ironi  this  rarest  nem  in  the  son-'- 
treasury    ol   ilic-  world. 

'■■  I'noi  ■  na  r  \i:i  >/  \  /  w;/  /' 
/;/  /  om    Ml   i\  I  III   nn  ■  /  \(  i 

()!  \!l\l  I  \l  Mil  y-  In  the  same 
hushed  \()iec-  in  whicii  he  (|uoted  these 
words  he  added:  "Ah,  to  think  that 
the  shepherd's  hi;diest  skill  and  heroism 
should  be  lost  I'lom  \  iew   as  the  psalm 


./.  I 
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hv'^ms  to  siiv^  ol   It,  and  only  [l^'nf  ^0\'r^ 
a„    i,ul.K„;    l..uK|,at    tlmu^ht  ;^xU\«eiCsi 

oil        A;j;ain     he    sat    a    little   ^"^ 
tinu'  ill  ([iiii't.     Tlun  he  said: 

"The  word  lor  table  lure  used 
sinii)Iv  means  soiin.'thiii;j;  'sjjrt'ad  out.' 
Oiu'  of  tin-  psalms  cjuotes  the  saying, 
'Can  (joti  prepare  a  tahle  in  the  wil- 
derness?' In  olden  times  the  tahli'  in 
our  eountrv  was  often  just  what  \ou 
see  to  this  day  anion;;  the  Arabs,  only 
a  pieee  of  skin  or  a  mat  or  a  eloth 
spread  on  the  ;j;round.  That  shows 
what  is  meant  when  the  psalmist  says, 
'Let  their  table  beeome  a  snare;  and 
when  they  are  at  piaee  lit  it  inrome 
a  trap.'  Do  \<)U  not  stc?  He  was 
thinkin;j;  of  this  way  of  having  meals 
on  the  ground  in  the  open  eountry, 
and  wished  that  his  enemies  mi^dit  be 
eau^ht  oir  uuard  while  eating  and  en- 
tangled amonij;  the  thini^s  that  wt-re 
spread  before  them.   This  is  tlie  kind  of 
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Of'Otl"^   t;il)lr   that    would    In-   thou^lit 

so  m  a  slu'j)lu'r(l  soii-^? 
"Now  is  not  that  (.'xactly  likr  what 
tlu-  shepherd  prcjiarcs  for  his  shiip? 
Alon;;  with  hiichii;:;  water  lie  lias  tlie 
daily  task  of  seanhiii;:,  out  a  j^ood  and 
safe  feedlnii-plaee.  He  'prepares  a 
table  Intore  them'  in  truth,  and  it  is 
none  the  less  a  table  in  his  e\es  he- 
eause  it   is  a  spreadni^  slope  of  grassy 


^roiincl. 


"All  the  siieplierd's  skill  and  often 
luroie  work  ari'  ealled  forth  in  this 
(hit\,  lor  It  is  doiU'  many  a  day  'in 
tlu-  pri-st-ne<'  ol  tlu-  shei-jj's  eiu-mies.' 
There  art-  man\  poisonous  plants  in 
the  <i;rass  and  the  sliepherd  must  find 
and  a\()Id  them.  The  sheep  will  not 
eat  many  jjoisonous  tliinus,  hut  there 
an-  some  wliieh  tlu-y  will  eat,  one  kind 
ol  |)oisonous  ^rass  in  i)artieular.  A 
cousin  of  mine  once  lost  three  hundred 


U 
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slu'ip    !)>     a    iiii^taki-    in    this 
liarcl  task. 

"TIhii  tlutc  arc  snake  holes 
in  sonu-  kinds  <»l  -round,  and,  it  tlu' 
sfiakc's  Ik-  not  dri\(.'n  a\\a\,  tlu'V  l>iti' 
llic  nosis  ol  tlu'  slKt|).  lor  tills  till- 
slu'j)lu'rd  sonutinu's  burns  tlu-  lat  of 
lio^s  alon,u  tla-  ;iround.  Sonutinus  lu' 
linds  [ground  wlurt.'  moles  lia\e  worked 
their  holes  just  under  the  surface. 
Snakes  He  in  these  holes  with  tlieir 
heads  stiekin^  up  reads  to  i)ite  the 
-ra/in^  sheep.  I  he  shepherd  knows 
how  to  chixc  them  awa\  as  he  ;z<ks 
alon^j;  ahead  ol    the  sheep. 

"And  around  the  reedin^-<j;round 
whieh  the  shepherd  thus  prepares,  in 
holes  and  ea\es  in  the  hillsides,  there 
ma\  be  jaekals,  woKes,  hveiias,  and 
panthers,  too,  and  the  l)ra\ery  and 
skill  of  the  shepherd  are  at  the  highest 
point  in  closing  up  these  dens  with 
stones  or  slaying  the  wild  beasts  with 
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k.V:j'Of 'OlT-  ''■''    l"M--l)l,ul«(l    kiiifr.      Of 

49>Ti;u>Ctct-'f  ""''''"^  ('"  \'»i'  iii-ii-  siup- 

lu'ids  boasting;  iiiotf  |)[()ti(||\ 
tli.'in  ol  tluir  acliiiA  fiiniits  in  this 
part   uf  tlicii    taio  of  Hoc  ks. 

"And  Mow,"  cAtlamifd  our  ^iicsi 
with  a  l)(aiiiiii;4  coiintciiaiu <•  arul  sup- 
prissrd  tilling,  as  il  j)U'adiii^  lor  nro;:;- 
iiitioii  ol  tin-  lont'  shc-plu-rd's  l>ra\tst 
act  ol  di'Notion  to  his  sju'cp,  "and  now 
do  \ou  not  scT  the  shc'|)lu'rd  nicaninL:; 
in  that  (luaint  lini-,  /  i  ioi 
/ '  \  / .'  /    ■  /      \     /    I  f .'  /  /  '  ' . 

r:    I'm     /■/:/    '  •  • 
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"^I's,"  I  answered;  "and  I  see  tliat 
(lod's  eare  ol"  a  man  out  in  the  world 
means  far  more  lor  his  ;^ood  than 
seating  him  at  an  indoor  l)an(|uet- 
tal)le! 

"But  what  about  anointin^  the  head 
with  oil  and  the  euj)  runnin<;  o\cr? 
(lo  on,  mv  Iriend." 
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•Oh.  tlurr  lu-iiis  tlir  Ik.ui-  l^Ot'ClT' 
l,|„l   putmiat   tin-  end  "I  t  lu"  g)TU\0  CtC^I 
(lav.       II       l)^;il"i   li:is   Miirj.  «»| 
[Uc    uIk.Ii'  loiiiul  ..I   tin-  (l;i\'s   waiul.i- 
in-.  all   tlu'   iKTcK  of  the  sluii).  ;ill  tin- 
i;„r    (.r    tlu-    slupluid.      N"NN    it   <I"^^'^ 
with  tlu'  last  sviiu   ..t  tlu    (la\.      At  tin- 

(1 ■    ,.|     tlu'    sluipt'.UI     thr    siupiurcl 

stands  and  'thr  K.ddin-   ..I    tlir  sluci)' 
takrs   plair.      'llu'  slupiurd   turns    his 
l,nd>    t.)    Kl    tlu-   sluri)    pass;    hr    is   tlu" 
d,„)i,  as  C:hiist  said   n\'  hiniscH.     With 
his  rod   lu'  holds  l>ack   tin-  sluvp  uhilr 
hr    l.M.ks    thcin    ovi-r    one    l)V    oni'   as 
tlu\    :^o    into    tlu'    told.       \U     has    tlu- 
l„„n    liliid    \sith   olive-oil    and    he    has 
irdai-tar.  and  hf  anoints  a  knir  bruisrd 
,,„    tlu'    rocks   or  a   side  scratclud    1)V 
liiorns.      And   luiv  conus   one    that    is 
„ot    hruisid    l)ut    is    simply   worn   and 
exhausted;  lu-  bathes  its  tacr  and  luad 
with    tlu-    rc-IVeshiti^    olivo-oil    and    he- 
lakes   the   lar-e   Iwo-handled   cup  and 


I 


^m:jm!m 


'sOC'i.^Vr-*  ^'P"^  '^  i)rlnimiii;:  lull  from  tiu' 
^ri?ii> ClC^t  water  he  has  JMou-lit  lor  that 
purjjosc,  and  iu'  k'ls  the  weary 
sheej)  drink. 

"I  here  is  nothing  liner  in  the  psalm 
than  this.  God's  eare  is  not  lor  the 
wounded  onl\,  it  is  for  thovi-  who 
are    )ust     worn     and    wcar\.  ii(>i 

',    I       ■  i  .  /   i  /  / 1       ':  i  J        \\   I  I  I  I 

"And  then,  when  the-  da\  is  dor.i- 
and  the  sheep  ari  snuii;  within  the 
fold,  what  eontentPH-nt,  what  ri-st 
under  the  starry  sky!  Then  eonus 
the  thouuht  ot  deepist  repose  and 
eonifort:  '  /,'/  /  )  (JiOhM  ^\  \  \l) 
V/  !:()  .^//  W  /  I  <il  /Ol!  M!  \i  I 
I  HI  h  \)  >  Ol  M)  I  II  /  .  as  thev 
I,a\e  throu;ih  all  the  wanderin;:;  ot  the 
da\    now  ended. 

"As  the  son^  dies  away  the  lu'art 
that  God  has  watehed  and  tended 
hreatiies  this   thouii;ht  ot   peaee   belore 
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the  roaniinjiof  ihc  day  is  for-  L^^ijOC'OlT' 
-ottcn  in  sleep:  /  ^^/Z  /  ^^TlMlCvCOt 
i/\\  til      I  \     i  t  IL    llUl   ^l. 

ol    I  Hi   1  ni:i)  l  ni:  l  Mli:    The 

son^  is  hushed,  and  the  sheep  are 
at  rest,  safe  in  tiie  j^ood  shepherd's 
fold." 

Do  you  wonder  that  ever  sinee  that 
n i <i lit     w e     li a \  e 
ealled     this     psalm 


The   Son<r    of  Our 


S  >■  r  i  a  II 
Guest? 


<  "^    .^; 


i:-^ 


>I.A. 


',**■' 


-^'^• 


^-tJV' 


-1  ■  '.  -*A^*-, 

•"•tii--« 


^Hwr^:^^:-^ 


r-*-.- 
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i3fc.-..  - 
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Hutbor'9  f^otes 


Hutbor'9  ]N[ote9 

"Aimtbalta  on   the   slope  oj  the  Syrian 


mountains. 


V 
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When  thi-  little  train  lias  crawled  up  tlic 
rack  and  pinion  railwav  whidi  zi;;za^N  from 
Bi-vroiit  and  its  expanse  of  sea  over  the  snow- 
topped  Lel)anons  toward  Damascus,  one  ol 
the  small  stations  at  which  it  halts  amon;i  the 
hci^j;hts  is  Ain  Sofar.  Tlie  traveler  will  there 
notice    a    carriage    road    runnin-    southward. 

That  road  would  soon  lead  to  a  spot  where  a 
llat-roofed  village  some  ten  miles  from  Ain 
Solar  could  be  seen  across  a  mountam  vallev. 

That  is  Ainzehalta.  An  excellent  water-color 
drawing  of  this  villa^ic,  with  the  best  descr;p. 

tion  of  scenery  and  life  thereal)<»ut  known  to 

me,  may  Ix  found  in  the  lirst  ten  chapters  of 

Inchbold's  Under  The  Syrian  Sun. 


1 


43 


Vou  (>/  f/'i-  lltN/irM  wor/c/,  no/ 
knouinn  lUsv  thinas  as  tbiv 
art',  ojlin  misumUr stand  ulnit 
is  urittiU."      l'\<.i   iv 


Oiif   <»f    MKiiiv    nii^coticrptiiins    <•!    tliis    sort 
iii;i\  sirvc  to  illiistr.iti'.     Only  a  ui'strrn  vii'u- 
point   could   liavi-   niadi-  tlu-  uurds  "laid   him 
in  a  Miaii-rr"  kad  (:iiri>trn(lom    into   its   lonu 
tlioii-lit    ol'    a    stable    as    Christ's    hirthplacr. 
In    Pahstiiu'   oiu'    si'ts.    as    I    have   sou-ht    to 
show    ill    .V<»   lio'ini    in    the    Inn,    that    a    hmlv 
lionu'   rathtr  than   a   stai)K'   is   iiulicati-d        an 
iindiTstaiidin-i  uhith  dors   not   do  \iokiuT  to 
a;;f-lon-  tiistonis  of  the  land,  and  also  is  lar 
happiir    in    its    sii;4;j:cstion.     Sinte    that    littlr 
|)(,ok   was   i)ul)lishc(i    I    ha\r   had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  hitting  upon  the  lollouin^:  "It   is  inv 
imijrcssion   that   tin-   hirtli   jof  Jcsus|   actually 
took  place  in  an  ordinar\   house  of  some  com- 
mon  |)easant,  and   that   the  l)al)e  was   laid   in 
one    of   the    man<icrs   such   as   are   still    ioimd 
in   the  dwellin-s   of   farmers    in    this    rci^ion." 
(  Ihomson's  Tht  Land  and  tbi'  Biiok,\.  2,\).  ioj.) 
On   i)a-e  ()<S  of  the  same   volume  this  author 
tells    how    his    own    children    wire    once    thus 
accommodated. 
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s&^i:t«^-9Ktf:sisr'^'is^aQ^K:.*iTJig¥2H'r^^L«^ 


riuTf  i^  tin-  v/.c/./urc/  psnlv^;  I  jmd 
that  this  is  tukcn  amimti  ,\  ou  as 
Inn'ini-tuoiutrts,"  lU.     1'a<.i   i'-. 


1  s.n   .va.lin-   nun   arc  ..ft.M   unauarv  that 
autl.uritatiNc    ur.t.r>    luuc-    M.n    a    sluplurcl 
„„tv    thr..u,lmut     thi.    l»al.n    l-r    crntuncs 
-,1„,   „rc,,t   fNi'  "f  Aut:u>tnH-.   I.ttrc    luuulrid 
,,,,sa.m.  sau  an  rssu.tlal.  nnuard  nmvnm'nt 
uh,.h  carries  tlusluplurcl  th.H.^:ht  ..n  to  tin- 
tal.l.   prrparcd   ,.>   t!..   prrsnuc  ul   cm-.nus 
a   spiritual   (Krp.nin^   in    that    the   slu.ph.r<l  s 

,l,u'ss  uidrns  with  the  nml.pr(.vi(hn.4c-arr 

n„t    alone    n.    pleasant    places    l.ut    also    .here 
,1,,    uav    heom.es    hard    and    perilous.      Here 
,a.  his  Nvor.ls:    "  Now  after  the  ro.l  l.vulueh 
luasl>rou.,htupwhileal.ttleoneandhax.n>, 
,i,,,,„.,n^  the  lloc-k  in  the  pastures,  alter  that 
,,,.,  ,l,,,,l>e.an  to  l.e  under  the  Stan    thou 
hast  prepared  a  table  in  nusi.ht  that  1  should 
,,,   now  he  led  with  milk  as  a  httle  one    but 
should  take  I00.1  as  a  larger  one.  hav.n^  been 
.stablishc-d    at:ainst    llu.n    that    trouble    me. 
This  Niew  can   be  traced   in  en,incnt   SNntuu;s 
,sce  m.tes  bch.w)  down  t<»  our  ou  n  t.nus      No 
U.s  a  n.odern  scholar  than  (.eor^e  Adam  Sm.th 

(/■our  rsulms,    .S</..)  ^a>s  that  "the  last  tuo 
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^iiP5?'?eiS5?:v'"  •^='^^i!  -::"'^'  t 


fef  <>^^^^V>^    ^■'■'"^'■^  '"■^"  -'^  I>;i^t..r;i!    ns    tliv    first 
iV^iOf'OlT'     '"I"'."  and    slinws    that    tlir    psalrii 

at  the   tal)lf  \irsi\ 


"See  how  it  runs  thrnuub  the  round  o/  sbcphird 
lijc  Jrom  Jirsl  uord  to  last."     |>a<,i   r-. 

In  Tbf  r'\j)ositi)r  (Loiuldti,  jSgij),  Arnistron;^ 
Black  puhlislud  an  ilaljoratc-  artiilc  on  the 
shrphcril  unity  ol' tliis  jisahii  wliicli  is  the  most 
c<)ini)rclu'nsi\c-  trcatnu'iit  of  the  sul)iict  I 
know.  I  lu-  lollowiM;^,  soiniwiiat  loncktisid, 
will  surely  he  wilconircl  lure: 

"'Ihe  she|)her(l  is  as  |)lain  in  the  midst  and 
last  of  this  |)sahn  as  in  the  first  of  it,  the 
same  shepherd  bra\e  and  wise  and  ■^ood  in 
paths  of  fear,  as  he  who  sauntered  with  his 
floek  heside  the  still  waters.  Ilis  sheep 
huddle  round  him,  as  he  leads  throu^^h  the 
^'loomy  ravine.  And  what  would  he,  there  in 
a  place  so  haunted  of  wolf  and  hear?  Bi\ond 
that  valley  is  the  i)lace  he  seeks.  There, 
encircled  by  the  rocks  where  i^rowl  the  foes 
ol  the  llock,   is  the  fair  spot  —  nature's  own 


^'■l 


U^' 


mmmt^f^^'mii 


:-.i\  :  I  hou  spriacR'M  a  uidk-  uik'h.  im  m 
tlu'  prisma'  ><(  nuuv  i-iu-mii>;  'Hum  aiioititrst 
iiiv  lu'ad  with  <>il;  mv  cup  runiuth  omi.' 
liuis   till'   wliolf   psalm    is   piiri-lv    pastoral,   a 


I  iuis   till'   wliolf   psalm    is   p...v.,    , - 

musical    parahic  of  a   ^oocl  sluphcrcl  and   ins 
bliccp." 


"  In  thf  nuitm  ubtre  David  ua'<  a  sbcpbtrd  /ii  in? 
streams  arc  scant-  indvtd."     Paj.i  ::'•. 

Mr.  Jchii  Wiiitin^i.  wliosc  home  lias  been 
in  Jerusalem  from  l)(t\h(K)cl  and  whose  scholarly 
ol)ser\ations  are  known  at  Harvard  and  else- 
where in  America,  rode  with  me  one  dav  to 
Ain  Fara,  two  hours  of  rou-h  ridin^j;  northeast 
from  the  city,  to  show  me  what  he  deems  the 
oiilv  spot  in  Judea  which  supplies  the  natu- 
ral setting  i'or  the  ima.tierx  of  this  psalm.  It 
is  a  copious  and  i)erennial  sprin;j;  whose  stream 
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fC),  ^<^>i'  "^  runs  (l<»i)  (low  n  In  ihf  i^ri't-niU'ss  ;it 
^-•'.^•^'jrVr''  tlu'  Ix.ttutii  i.t  ;i  n.ik\  pir^^r.  tlu- 
(<7y't>'l^0  wi'Tdi  sidrs  ol  whiili  .irr  sttt'*.  luriloiis, 
lilird  with  i;i\t>,  ;iih'  4iII  tlii' 
ri'Mirt  of  Hoiks.  "lUrt,"  s.ild  In,  "I).i\i(l 
iimst  lia\  (•  roiiu."  I  lis  riasoiim;;,  h.isrd  on  tlir 
Ituiuss  oj  iMirimiai  streams  in  all  tlir  countrv 
round  ahout,  was  idn\  miin;_'.  Btt  liUlu-ni  Ins 
hut  a  Iru  niik>  to  tlir  >-oiitli  uitli  no  all-\i,ir 
watifs  nrar  it  sa\f  a  uill  or  two.  |o  niuat 
this  psalm  in  tlir  Ain  lara  ra\nu',  with  tlusi- 
laits  in  mind,  with  Lioats  an<l  slmj)  stin  at 
thf  o|)fniii;is  oj  ca\ts  or  mhhlinu  hiizli  on  the 
pric'ipitfs,  with  a  \^oll  or  lo\  s|)H(|  as  it  ran 
alon^  tlu'  wild  lHi;:lits,  with  a  shvplurd  dis- 
t'triu'd  amoii;^  tlir  roiks  l)\  thr  sound  oi  his 
sin;^in;4  or  lallin^i  to  his  Hock  or  hlowiii;.'  on 
his  r(.vd-i)i|n'  this  was  to  IrtI  that  I  stood 
at  last  wluri'  tin-  twint\-tliird  i)salm  lirst 
woki'  its  music  in  a  human  hrtast. 


"Tl  y  kniiu-  tlnii  shi;)hir(l\  Klin.."     Pm.i  21. 

A    l)ari-K;.:m(!    \oiinii    sluplurd,    ^' cariiiLi    a 
skill  l)a^  in  which  lu'  carrii'd  some  hnad  aiul  a 
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j£saffmKm^Mi^.i,mL 


.^:.  h-^^ 


slm-.    '^avc-    nif   an   tx.nnpU-  <.f  tins     |SJq{*0^'J'* 

lu-  callfd.  "nirili!"'      Ilu-  scattirid 
slurp    aiul    lioats    l.w.Ud    uj)    at    tins    tlin.at- 
rattU-.  and  a  naiiiu   ;;i)at,  inottUd  as  tin-  name 
"Diri'li"    implifs.    tanu>    rimniii-   to   cat    In.m 
his  hand.      I    cAUd   nanus  uhuli   hi-  ^;a\r  us. 
M.i.ndiim    tho    "l.r   V   r   luh."    to...      Nut     .mo 
so  mndi  as  liltid  a  hiad.     Hun  tlu-  shi-phi-rd 
l;ni-hi-d.  and  shoutrd  "  Alu  i<lih."  NNhicli  nutans 
black   oiu'.     Stral-htN\a\    a    black   sheep  came 
to    hin»    I'rom    anionic    the    rocks.     "Ilanoon." 
he  cried,   and   a  -entle  creature,   one  eas\    to 
milk,  as  the  nanu-  indicates,  hurried  to  receive 
his     caress.      "Katnu-h."     he    called     sharplv. 
Nnw    that     nanu-    nuans    short-eared.     Here 
came  such   a   oiu'.   and    no   mistake  as  to   its 
bein-    Katmeh!     "lie   ealleth    his   own   shee|) 
bv  n'lme."  and.  "tluv  know  not  the  voice  ..f 
strangers."      I  hen     the    shepherd     lad     cried: 
"la  a   a  a,    ho  o  o  o."   and   the   whole   Hock 
eanu-  i)atterini:  to  him.   and   once  more.     "  1  le 
^oeth  before  them,  aiul  the  sheep  follow  him," 
wub  true  on  the  Judean  hillb. 


U*> 
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?^^'ji)l?^^'i*'//«    udlh   it  up  uith  a   UttU   dam 


JDims  u  ijuul  jiniil."     I'\«.i  2i. 


I  s;i\\  ,1  siu'ijlurd  <l<i  tills  ru  ir  /rludaiii  in 
tln'  Ai>ti-1 1  i)aniiiis.  I  Ir  tlius  tiiriud  u.itrr 
Itoiii  a  suilt  sttrain  into  a  ^rassv  l)o||n\\,  and 
tlif  slitip  stiMxl  ill  till'  slialinu  |>()  (liiiikiii;^ 
\S  It  ll   inlltt'llt. 


"'lii^lans  mc  uinn  Udtulitin::'  is    the  uax    it  is 
intt  m  one  nj  nur  li\nin\."      \'\i.i  2-. 

riiis  is  rium   .\l(ii>t-iiiiHi  \  \  liMiiii,  tlu'  lirst 
stiiii/a  <il  wliitli  ruiiM 

"  1  lir   lord   is  ins    sluplurd.   no  want   <;liail    I 

kiKlW, 

1  IVfd  in  izrrcn  pastnrts,  sali-ltildtd   I  rrst ; 
Ik'    It-adrtli    my    suul    uluri-    thv    still    watrrs 

II.. w. 
Htstmrs   mv  wlirn   wandi-rin;:,   rt-drirns   wluii 

tipprc'-ssfd." 


5ol 


t^Ml^ 
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tnii:  In  our  imintn."      I>a..i  jH.        k^Ol'VVr' 

|.\rr\\vliirr  in  Palotiiic  and  S\  ria 
this  ua\  of  <liNi;;natiti)i  hills  aiul  \alli\s  I»\  a 
(iiscriptiw  or  «.un\inciii<irati\f  phrasf  is  huiiuL 
It)  P.salin  H^Jt  is,  a  siiiiil.ir  <ltsi;;iiatinn 
"I'assiii;:  tlirou^h  the  \alk\  of  BaiM."  thi'  Kf- 
visid  M-rsioii  niultriniJ:  this,  "tlu-  \a!l«\  ul 
unpiiit:."  and  in  the  niari;in,  "nr  halsani 
trirs."  I  Ik-  rasiiu'  luhind  Maud.ila  on  I  akr 
Cjaliki-  is  still  i-alU(l  "tlu'  \alh\  of  do\is," 
for  a  riason  wiiith  datis  hack  to  the  Sa\  ioiir"s 
(la\,  as  the  reader  will  tmd  in  niv  little  honk 
l\tir  in  tin-  I'nilialil.  I  he  eonteinplative  old 
east  liariiers  impressions  and  memories  ..nd 
traditictns  in  thib  svay  as  by  many  other 
customs. 


"SlHi)!.)irds  iurry  a  cmok  for  mtiilini:  the  shup 

and  a  ur«/>on  suilahlv  j<>r  (/t/tMt/i«ir  tbcm, 

the  stajf  and  the  rod."      Wm.i  31. 

One  mid-afternoon,  near  Sar^Iiara,  46(M)  fect 
above  bea   le\el   in  the   Anti-l.ebanons,    I   saw 
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■?FA\'-.v-i"ira'd 


,  'j^^^*'^   tw«)  sIic[)lKr(ls  with  i)lack  jzoats  and 
^  *'»"'    shcri),     oru'     liavm;^     a     luii;^    stall 

T&VliI'VVC^l  crooknl  at  till'  nid,  the  other  a 
knotted  cliil).  Near  me  a^i  this 
note  is  written  is  a  hea\  \ -inded,  stout  stick, 
wliieh  I  l)roii.iiht  home  Irom  the  hands  ol  a 
slu'plierd  whom  I  met  one  e\enm^  on  the  hill- 
sidi-  alonu  the  west  shore  ol  Lake  (iaiilee. 
U  hen  I  jxiinti'd  to  animal  hair  elotted  on  the 
knot,  he  explaiiK'd  l)V  si;;n  lan;iua;:e  how  he 
had  used  it  on  some  wild  creature,  meanwhile 
(juietin^i;  with  his  carets  the  staccato  bleating 
<il  two  strav  iambs  now  snu:^  in  his  bosonj. 
Sometimes  this  weapon  is  studded  with  nails. 
Beside  me  also  is  a  stick  bent  at  the  end,  the 
use  ol  which  was  shown  me  bv  the  \oun;^ 
sheijherd  near  Anata  beiore  mentioned,  lie 
motioned  as  il  hookin;^  a  le;;  and  dniwin;^  the 
sheep.  I  he  stall  is  sniiu'times  stralt^ht  a 
climbing  stick,  as  common  amon;^  shepherds 
as  the  noad  amoni:  plowmen;  often  it  is  nuriK 
a  short  saplin;4  so  cut  as  to  <j.v\  the  bend  of 
ol  the  root,  lor  lulkr  izrowth  is  scarce  indeed 
now  in  Palestine.  But  near  Bethlehem  I  saw 
an  old  shepherd  carrvin;^  a  lon;^,  well-rounded 
crook,  sucli  as  has  been  made  familiar  in 
Christian   art.       I  he  tiouble  si-iiilicance,   iiKii- 


cated   m   tiu-   psalm    l)y   the  |jlural, 
"this   cdmldrt  \m\"  is  tun  priviuiis 
to    Ik-    lost    slight    of.       in    liunboc 
(chapter  3^1)  tlurr  is  an   iiitiTistiii^; 
instaiRi-  of  till'  (loul)lf  si;znilic'aiK-e.   wluii   tin- 
Kni-ht     'IVmpIar,     r(.-tiirn«.(l     from     I'alrstiiu-, 
sp»aks  of  OIK-  as  lux-din,;  "ratlur  tlir  siiijporl 
of  the  stall  than  the  strokes  of  the  rod." 


"  I'hc  utird  far  Itihic  lure  used  situfdv  mmn^ 
somithin::  ^jirmd  nut."      P\<,i  a- 

Ciest'iiiiis  in  his  Ilrbriw  l.exieon  so  (U'liiud 
it,  and  rt'lerriil  to  this  verse  ol  our  i)salni 
toiiether  with  Psaltn  "H:i().  "Can  (iod  prepare 
a  table  in  the  wilderness?" 


"77mv  is  the  hind  of  tablf  that  u*»uld  he  thauuht 
(»/  in  shijihird  life.      W  hv  not  so  in  a 
shiiiherd  sonu?"      l*\<.is  jj  4. 

In    The  Speetator,    under   date   of  Saturdav, 
Jul\    2(>,    1-12,    in    the    paper    luiniberetl    441, 
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L-        f. "^^  *''^' J"''<^P''  ^<l<fi^""  wrote  of  tlu'   Ikiil- 

'^       »mI  "  W-l  r*  Ills    ol    triistiii;^    rtliai):  c    on    God. 

^yriM>CvC;^l  He-  cl(»scs  with  a  translation  of  the 

twitity-thircl    psahn,    "wliich    is    a 

kind  of  Pashnul  H>nin  and   filled  \\ith  those 

Allusions    whieli    are    usual    in    that    kind    of 

writin-."      It  Inv-ins: 

"I  Ik-  Lord  inv   I'asture  shall  pri'pare. 
And  Wxd  me  with  a  she|jherd's  care." 

At  the  table  verse,  the  renderin;4  is: 

"'rhou;:h  in  a  hare  and  ru^r^ed  wav, 
'I'hrouuch  de\ious  lonely  wilds  I   stray, 
Thv   Bounty  shall  my   Pains  ix'^zuile; 
The  i)arren  wilderness  shall  smile, 
\\  ith  sudden  (ireens  and  I  lerbai;e  crown'd. 
And  streams  shall  murmur  all  around." 

Clearly  Addison  thought  of  the  table  spread 
in  the  wilderness  as  the  feeding  place  ol  the 
sheej)  "sudden  Greens  and  Ilerbai^e."  In 
.lohn  Bvrom's  A  Diiinc  Pastoral,  some  fifty 
\ears  later,  a  similar  view  is  found. 
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17^  he  ^0])^* 

"//e  has  the  bnrn  Jillcd  uitb  vliic-oil     [i^jp^*0^'p 
and  he  ba:,  ct:dar-tar,"  etc.     F'aci  3-. 


^^TijaiCwl 


In  a  k'ttcr  headed  "S.S.  Strath- 
P,^pj^  —  At    sc-a    i)tr    tlic     l.ibrador    Coast  — 
Tliick   I"<)^,"   Dr.  W.  T.   (ircnfcll   once  wrote 
tliat  this  passajic  specially    pleased    him,   and 
added  words  ai)out    his    joys  as  a  physician. 
A  London  antiquarian  wrote  that  he  had  veri- 
fied all  points  in  the   narrative  hut  this,  and 
asU'd  what  authentication    I   could  send  him. 
Passing;  over  all  hook  references,  let  nie  record 
here    only    the    following.     One    day    as    we 
journeyed     in     th      Syrian     mountains     near 
Ainzchalta   I   asked  our  drafioman  about  the 
various   uses  of   olive   oil    amonji    his    people. 
Judtie  of  my  delight  as  these  words  from  his 
lips  were  written  in  my  note  book:    "It  is  a 
great    medicine    with    us,    also.     Vou    know 
when  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  gave  that  parable 
he  said:  'Pouring  in  oil  and  wine'  -   wine  lor 
cleansing,  oil  fur  healing." 
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moCi'csI     ,    ,       ,  ,  ,      ''-'■'  '■': 

Is  tluri'  sc!i(i|;irlv  warrant  (or 
tarr\inu  tlii'  slH'|)lirr<I  tliniii^lit  oC  a 
fold  on  to  till'  "lioiisi"  at  till'  c'losi'  of  the 
psalm?  \\  1km  Addisoi)  write  Ins  (l(li;4litrul 
stan/as  tluwr  were  at  least  two  ;:ri'at  lolio 
works  I)\  cnniunt  scholars  to  support  liis 
ri'iuU'riti'i:,  hotli  pnMislu-d  si"irtl\  iKfori-  Ills 
birth  in  \()-i.  One  was  Itten  1)\  llu-o 
drotius,  the  otiur  l)\  llcnr\  llatiiniond  of 
()\lor(l.  I  he  latter  ends  his  |)araphrase  tlnis: 
*'  To  crown  all  this,  tlion  shall  enlold  nie 
at  last  in  that  best  oj  shiep-eoats,  that  |)laec 
of  ecpial  purit\  and  saletv,  where  no  rav- 
enous Inast  can  come;  tlure  shall  I  rest, 
and  thiri'  abide  lore\er."  In  a  small,  leather- 
bound  book  bearing  the  date  1S4}.  which  I 
lia\e  lon;i  treasured,  are  stan/as  l)e;iinninti: 

"My  shepherd's  name  is  I.o\e." 

They  were  w  ritten  bv  I'.dwin  V.  I  latlield.  Ion;; 
i-ininent  in  America.      The  last  stanza  runs; 

"When  rauin;^  foes  surround. 
My  comforts  still  abound; 
I  breathe  a  fragrant  air. 
And  Iced  on  swcctc^t  fare; 


j6 


i^.-..7i:  '^i^f^lBar    -'K-: .^^<£.. 


>A    -"TSTft*-- 


1  lius  in  tin  fold. 

When  worn  ami  okl, 

I'll  dwell  secure  beneath  thy  care." 


rill     (;\IN    FKOM    THIS    VIIW 

The  vital  iiiun  from  this  storv's  interpretation 
seems  to  me  twofold  and  reallv  i)recious.    I-irst, 
the  idea  of  ^lor\ini;  o\er  enemies  who  have  to 
l^a/.e  impotentlv  on  the  honors  pai<l  a  favorite 
at   a   bantpiet    must    he   a    harsh    note   utterly 
discordant  in  a  son;:  so  s\seet  -     the  one  human 
Haw    in    a    ;iem    di\inel\    pure.      To    keep   the 
shepheril  ima^iery  seeures  jnr  \\w  psalm  itself 
a   literar>    simplieitv   and   a   quiet   heightening 
of  elfeet   within  that  simplieitv  (juite  too  line 
to    lose;     and    it    saves    us    from    blurring    its 
picture   of  spiritual   serenitv    at   the   point   of 
ileejH'st  beaut V. 

But  for  men  in  their  troubled  world-hfc, 
it  does  far  more  than  to  secure  the  hi^;hest 
literarv  charm.  It  distinctly  sounds  the  notes 
of  peace  where  men  often  cease  to  hear  them. 
It  gathers  up  the  music  and  the  messa^ie  ol 
the  psalm,  as  it  were,  into  a  deep  harmonv. 
In  the  (irst  three  verses  there  are  food,  refresh- 
ment,   rest,    guidance.     ^  ct    there,    all    is    in 


WW.;.^    r-v 


»  s 


pkasant  [ilacTs;  it  is  a  sim|)lc 
iml<){|\.  lint  at  the  words,  "^ta, 
tliou^ili,"  a  sccoiul  iiiDNcuK'nt  opens, 
(kfiKT,  fulkr.  Not  a  iiK-iodv,  hut 
a  liariiioiiy  swilK  tliroii;;li  tlic  last  thric  mtscs. 
I  lire  once  more  is  i^uidaiiee,  l)iit  now  it  is 
tliroii^li  a  dark  \allev  \\liere  perils  are,  and 
|)roteetion  Is  its  eonxuinniation;  liere  is  food, 
hut  now  It  IS  in  tlie  wilds  where  enemies 
prowl  and  hirk  with  sava;^e  e\es;  here  is 
relreshment,  hut  now  it  is  with  alle\latin;i 
oil  and  ministerini^  cup  air.id  hard  |)laces;  and 
here,  too,  is  rest,  hut  now  it  linds  completeness 
in  the  shepherd's  sheltiT  alter  lhe  lon;^  da\'s 
roamini:.  Nothing  that  is  in  the  forepart  of 
the  psalm  is  laekinu;  e\en  when  the  jjleasant 
I)Iaees  are  left  hehind  aiul  hardships  and  perils 
ahound. 

This  is  the  full  ulor\  of  what  the  ^ood 
she|>herd  is  to  his  sheej).  lie  rises  to  the 
situation,  measures  up  to  all  emer^^encies  of 
need,  llerein  is  the  heij^ht  of  his  goodness. 
It  ^;oes  heyond  all  that  he  could  he  to  them  in 
the  |)leasant,  easy  days. 

\\  hen  at  last  the  i)salm  sin^s:  "Surely  p»od- 
ness  and  mercv  shall  follow  me  all  the  davs  of 
my  life,"  that  word  all  is  the  high,  iull-toiial 


note  somulinn  out   tlu-   nu;uiiii;i   <>f    .jTu)  ^,(^^      ^ 
tlu-  nnIioIc    p^alm.     ".A// tlu-  class"    >S^uOl"^^-V)C^ 
(lavs    when    pastures  were  ^rrceri    ^^Tj»iO  4j*C^4 
and    waters    still;     clays    when    \vc 
went    throui^li    dark     jjlaees    in    shadow    and 
peril;   da\s  when  ue  were  far  out  in  the  world, 
in    life's    imi)erative   cpiest,   endurin;:   hardship 
antl  beset   by  enemies      -  "u//  the  davs  ol   mv 
life."     This   psalm    is   the  divine   "lo!     1    am 
with    you    alwav  -     throiii^h    all    the    davs," 
sounding  hack  from  the  heart  ol  man. 
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